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On a cold, rainy night in December 
I checked into The Guest House 
at Graceland just steps away from 

Graceland Mansion. Inspired by the same 
warm Southern hospitality that Elvis Presley 
always showed his guests, every aspect of this 
new hotel reflects Elvis’ personal style and the 
unique character of Graceland Mansion.
 From the moment I arrived until I depart-
ed the following day, I felt Elvis’ presence at 
The Guest House at Graceland. I met friends 
in the lobby where we stood beneath a round, 
mirrored ceiling based on Elvis’ bejeweled cape. 
The music of Elvis serenades arriving guests. 
Each floor at The Guest House at Graceland has 
photographs of Elvis artifacts outside the ele-
vators with a number to let guests know what 
floor they are on.
 In the guest rooms a 50-inch flat screen 
television may be tuned to one of multiple 
Elvis channels. Guests may choose from his 
music of the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s as well 
as movies and TV specials. You may also watch 
a guided tour of Graceland or dial in the 
Graceland cam aimed at the front door of the 
mansion.
 The hotel’s artwork features images of Elvis’ 
clothing, his TCB (Taking Care of Business was 

his slogan) necklaces and his sunglasses. The 
staircase at the south tower entrance is a replica 
of the staircase at Graceland Mansion, and the 
light fixtures in the Fountain Room has the TCB 
logo and design on it. “It’s very subtle and well 
done,” said Mike Pramshafer, Vice President of 
Sales & Marketing. “It’s not in your face.”
 Elvis would be proud. He always wanted to 
open an intimate guest house on the Graceland 
grounds to take care of his overnight visitors, 
but it never happened.
 Elvis Presley Enterprises, the overseer of 
the mansion, supervised the blueprint for the 
450-room resort hotel at 3600 Elvis Presley 
Boulevard in Memphis. The hotel, which has 
earned a AAA Four Diamond Hotel rating from 
the American Automobile Association, opened 
October 27, replacing the Heartbreak Hotel 
where fans had stayed since the 1980s. It is one 
of the largest hotels in Memphis.
 The developer of The Guest House Hotel 
was DreamCatcher Hotels, a Memphis-based 
hotel brand known for its innovative approach 
to the hotel experience, and the Hnedak Bobo 
Group, also of Memphis, was the architect of 
the project. Priscilla Presley oversaw the design 
and décor of the 20 stylish specialty-themed 
VIP Suites, many of which are on the top floor 
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Southern Hospitality. Modern Style.
Story by Lyda Kay Ferree, 
The Southern Lifestyles Lady.
Photography submitted by 
The Guest House at Graceland.

“When Elvis had friends and 
family visit Graceland, he would 
have them stay at a hotel down 
the street. He would have been 
thrilled to have had his own guest 
house where friends and family 
could stay so close by. Lisa and I 
and our entire family are excited 
that visitors from around the world 
can now experience our unique 
resort hotel—The Guest House at 
Graceland.” — Priscilla Presley
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of the hotel known as “The Upstairs”—evoc-
ative of the upstairs at Graceland Mansion, 
which was the private living quarters for Elvis 
and his family. Priscilla was a guest in one of 
the suites during the grand opening of the 
hotel.
 My guest room was well-appointed and 
comfortable. The bedding was plush and a 
silver lame drape shut out the lights of Elvis 
Presley Boulevard. Silvery striped wall coverings 
contrast with a black diamond pattern on one 
wall. My bathroom was spacious and contem-
porary. An activities calendar in my room listed 
the daily and ongoing events.
 The evening of my visit at The Guest House 
Hotel I attended a Pat Kerr Tigrett Princess Di-
ana exhibition in a function room at The Guest 
House.
 Then I indulged myself in Delta’s Kitchen. 
(Delta was Elvis’ aunt who enjoyed cooking 
for him.) The restaurant was buzzing with 
guests that night. I was in the mood for a good 
burger, so I ordered The Big Burger, which was 
juicy and delicious and topped with fried green 
tomatoes served with sweet potato fries. Talk 
about indulgence!
 There are four dining options at The Guest 
House at Graceland: Delta’s Kitchen, a full ser-
vice restaurant open for breakfast and dinner; 
EP’s Bar & Grill, a sports bar open for lunch 
and dinner; the Lobby Lounge; and Shake Rat-
tle & Go for to-go deli items and beverages. A 
Bar Lounge serves appetizers. A Sunday Brunch 
is offered occasionally and may be part of a 
package. (Two full-service restaurants—Delta’s 

Kitchen and EP’s Sports Bar—offer indoor and 
outdoor seating.)
 After dinner I met friends in the Lobby 
Lounge where a contestant on American Idol 
was singing.  There was a lively group in the 
Lounge that night. Live entertainment is of-
fered in this lounge every night from 7-10 pm. 
A pianist plays there four nights a week and a 
guitarist performs there as well.
 The following morning I ate a bountiful 
breakfast buffet before touring the hotel with a 
friendly concierge (The entire staff was wel-
coming and accommodating.) who showed 
me a VIP Suite and the state-of-the-art 464-seat 
theatre for live music, movies and entertain-
ment shows all year long. It is also ideal for 
presentations or ceremonies.
 Hotel packages are available. On February 
10-12 there will be a Motown Weekend and on 
February 24-26 a Gospel Weekend will be held 
at The Guest House. The packages are available 
online (www.GuestHouseGraceland.com) or 
call the hotel’s toll free number: 800.238.2000.
 There is over 25,000 square feet of event 
space, a state-of-the-art fitness center, a large 
outdoor pool and a gift shop where tour tickets 
to Graceland may be purchased.
 Currently most of the weddings are held 
in a chapel at Graceland, but in the near future 
wedding ceremonies and receptions will be 
held at The Guest House.
 “The Guest House at Graceland is de-
scribed as a resort,” said Pramshafer. “We have 
an 8000-square-foot entertainment area in the 
back which separates us from other properties,” 

he said. “There is a 4,000-square-foot lawn for 
wedding ceremonies, group receptions, family 
games in the summer and a large swimming 
pool with a fire pit and Jacuzzi. That is what 
makes us a resort.”
 Pramshafer added that the hotel’s pro-
gramming may be live entertainment, activities 
or games. “We want to provide something for 
everybody so they don’t have to leave even 
though we offer shuttles to downtown Mem-
phis/Beale Street and the airport. “We have pro-
gramming throughout the entire property. That 
separates us from other properties,” he said.
 Other features at The Guest House include 
concierge service and room service, and the 
hotel is pet friendly.
 “Our brand is Elvis,” said Pramshafer. “It is 
a worldwide brand, one of the strongest brands 
in the world. We have a campus here consisting 
of Graceland Mansion and The Guesthouse at 
Graceland. However, the design of the property 
and the décor are such that The Guest House is 
also a corporate hotel.”
 Future plans call for Elvis Presley’s MEM-
PHIS, a new entertainment district which will 
replace the existing ticket office for the Man-
sion tours, to open March 2.

WHAT TO KNOW
The Guest House at Graceland
3600 Elvis Presley Blvd., Memphis, TN 38116
Reservations and Packages: 901.443.3000 or 
800.238.2000
Group Sales: Call 901.473.6084
www.guesthousegraceland.com



72 •

On the evening of December 7, 2016 
at half past five o’clock until half past 
seven o’clock at The Guest House at 

Graceland, a new resort hotel just steps away 
from Graceland Mansion, Pat Kerr hosted an 
elegant champagne reception by invitation 
with proceeds benefiting Memphis Charitable 
Foundation Charities.
 Guests strolled the function room ad-
miring Kerr’s private collection including the 
royal gowns of Princess Diana, ”The Queen of 
People’s Hearts,” to be featured in Kensington 
Palace, London in the highly anticipated 20th 
anniversary exhibition, which will take place 
from February 2017-2020. In the background 
a video profiled Kerr’s amazing career in the 
fashion industry with accolades from world 
famous fashion designers, celebrities and news-
makers.
 “As 2017 is the 20th anniversary of Prin-
cess Diana’s death, I’m indeed humbled and 
honored to be included among one of 20 col-
lectors worldwide to participate in this much 
anticipated three-year exhibition at Kensington 
Palace. I will be at Kensington Palace for the 
grand opening of this exhibition next month,” 
said Kerr.
 A longtime personal friend for whom I 
have much admiration, Kerr informed me that 
plans are being developed for other royal items 
commemorating Princess Diana this year in 
America. She added that she is also develop-
ing a collection of items celebrating the 80th 
anniversary of the marriage of the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor.

 Kerr has amassed a serious Private Royal 
Collection dating back to the 16th century. It 
is one of the great Royal troves as a private col-
lector. Among these rare treasures are historic 
pieces from the British Royal Family including 
the famous Paul Storr Warwick racing cup won 
by King Edward VII’s mistress, Lillie Langtry; 
important items made by Queen Victoria; 
handwritten letters from King George V; King 
Edward VIII’s (later Duke of Windsor) legend-
ary Abdication and Accession Speeches record-
ed on four 33rpm phonodiscs; the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor’s wedding album photo-
graphed by Cecil Beaton; and personal pho-
tographs taken by Pat Kerr of Princes William 
and Harry playing polo at Sandhurst Royal 
Academy and at Althorp, Princess Diana’s 

ancestral home, when invited to be a commen-
tator for a documentary for British television 
regarding the Althorp museum housing Prin-
cess Diana’s gowns.
 Important European and American Muse-
ums in which the Pat Kerr Private Royal Col-
lection has participated include the following: 
Kensington Palace, London, Ferragamo Muse-
um in Florence, Italy; Prague Castle Museum in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia; Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York; Fashion Institute of Tech-
nology Museum in New York; and the Museum 
of the City of New York in New York.
 London’s Kensington Palace, the former 
royal residence of Diana, Princess of Wales, is 
currently featuring her life in wallpaper as part 
of an extensive royal residence restoration. One 

Twentieth Anniversary Tribute 
to Princess Diana featuring the 
Pat Kerr Private Royal Collection

Story by Lyda Kay Ferree, The Southern Lifestyles Lady. 
Photography by Woody Woodard.

“Her (Pat Kerr) fashion heirloom gowns of 
antique lace have been called the Rolls Royce of 
the bridal industry.” — Oprah Winfrey

The American Launch of

Diana:
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of Pat Kerr’s Princess Diana gowns was chosen to be among the eight 
sketched for this iconic wallpaper in the palace.
 “My dream is to have a museum that would be a Royal Collection 
filled with many treasures that I have collected through the years,” said 
Kerr.
 Pat Kerr Designs are known in the fashion world as art objects with 
a following of elegant women including European royalty, well known 
film and stage stars, beautiful brides, babies and children.
 One of the world’s leading collectors of antique laces and textiles 
and a recognized authority on these subjects, she has one of the largest 
and finest collections of 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th century lace in exis-
tence.
 Pat Kerr features three divisions: Bridal Couture, Couture, and 
Children’s Couture, creating in each division designs for discriminating 
taste and the ceremonies of life.
 Having lived in London for many years, her designs reflect both 
English charm and the gentility of the South. A respected collector of 
antique textiles and laces, Pet Kerr’s one-of-a-kind designs characterize 
her years in the fashion industry.
 Despite her reputation as one of the world’s leading couture design-
ers, Kerr, a native of Savannah, Tennessee, has maintained a low profile 
and continues to commute to New York from her penthouse apartment 
overlooking the Mississippi River in her hometown of Memphis. A 
member of the Council of Fashion Designers of America and Fashion 
Institute of Technology Couture Council, Kerr’s commitment to operate 
out of Memphis and commute to New York regularly keeps her ground-
ed in the South she loves.

What to Know
One of a Kind Designs for the Ceremonies of Life
200 Wagner Place, Memphis, Tennessee 38103
(901) 525-LACE
www.patkerr.com

“America has the superstar in the art of the lace dress in designer 
Pat Kerr. Her lace dresses are the Faberges and Fortunys of 
today.”

— Eleanor Lambert,
Legendary Fashion Icon; Founder, International Best Dressed List, 

and Founder, The Coty Awards

Sales • Service • Bodyshop
Inventory Arriving Daily   |   Competitive Finance Rates

7-Year/100k Extended Warranty Available

Mercedes-Benz Specialists 100+ In Stock

We Trade for Cars, Boats, Motorcycles & Etc.

2965 S. Third St.  |  Memphis, TN
www.smithimports.com  |  (901) 332-2130

2014 E350 Cabriolet Iridium Silver, 11K Miles $38,500

2016 GLE350 Cardinal Red, 930 Miles, $51,650

2015 S550 Diamond White, 16K Miles, $67,780

2014 SLK250 Black, 17K Miles, $32,750


